
 

F aculty meetings are a huge waste of taxpayer money at 
universities.  About 97% of the meetings are unnecessary.  No 
more than 10% of the time spent in one is useful if a particular 
meeting happens to be a member of the 3% that have any merit. 
Thus, for every 1,000 hours spent in faculty meetings, 997 hours 
are wasted. 

Bylaws in organizations such as the Oklahoma Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society help prevent the Faculty Meeting Syndrome. 

In collaboration with Past President Steven Smith and the Execu-
tive Board, I’ve been working on a revision of the chapter’s By-
laws.  They were last revised in 1991. 

The existing Bylaws are problematic from two perspectives.  
First, the number of committees can easily be reduced by eliminating a particular committee 
and assigning its duties to another committee.  For example, we can condense the Newsletter 
and Information and Education committees into a single entity without loss of function. 

Second, the Chapter needs to formalize some of its functions such as recognition of out-
standing contributions to wildlife conservation.  For example, we need to formally sanction a 
private land stewardship award by placing it in the Bylaws. 

Bylaws such as ours add substance, consistency, and sustainability to organizations such as 
ours.  They also short-circuit the Faculty Meeting Syndrome because they represent resolu-
tions of matters and therefore need little or no further discussion. 

The View from Lurch Mountain: The Faculty Meeting Syndrome 
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From the Editor’s Desk by Leslie Elmore 

H ammock days are here again!  Spring has arrived, and with it blooms, bugs, and 
birds, each depending on the other.  For most birdwatchers, myself included, this is the prime 
season to be outdoors with binoculars given the amazing diversity of birds to be seen in Okla-
homa .   

Reflecting what’s happening in Oklahoma right now, this issue is heavy on the topic of birds.  I 
hope you enjoy this issue and encourage you to enjoy the season—in a hammock, if possible. 
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O klahoma's beautiful Beavers Bend 
State Park is the setting for one of the long-
est-running summer camps in Oklahoma. 

The 2010 Oklahoma Youth Forestry and 
Wildlife Camp is slated for June 7-12 for 
boys and girls aged 13-15 years old who 
want to learn more about forestry, wildlife, 
and conservation in an outdoor setting.  

Along with exploring natural resources 
through programs on wildlife, fire, forest 
and multiple resource management; stream 
ecology; and urban forestry, campers will 
have time for swimming, hiking, fishing, ca-
noeing, and other outdoor recreation in 
the Kiamichi Mountains while making new 
friends from across the state. 

The fee for campers is $175, which includes 
meals, transportation at camp, field trips, 

Youth Forestry and Wildlife Camp at Kiamichi Mountains  

Youth discover wildlife-related careers at summer camp 

terfowl hunting, management, and enforce-
ment.  

To attend youth camp, applicants must turn 
14 prior to June 11, 2010, and be no older 
than 16. Applicants must write a 75-word 
essay describing why they want to attend 
the camp, why they should be selected and 
what they expect to learn. Additionally, 
they must provide a letter of recommenda-
tion by someone outside their family and a 
photograph from a recent outdoor-related 
event or activity. 

The camp will be open to a maximum of 35 
youth, and applications will be accepted 
through April 16, 2010. More information 
and applications, as well as photographs 
from previous youth camps are available at 
http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/
youthcamp.htm. 

T eenagers can apply now to attend 
the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation's annual Wildlife Youth Camp 
slated for July 11-16 and learn about re-
warding careers that focus on managing 
wildlife for the future.  

The free youth camp, which is held at Okla-
homa University Biological Station at Lake 
Texoma, introduces youth ages 14-16 to 
careers in wildlife-related fields and in-
creases their awareness of conserving and 
managing Oklahoma's wildlife resources. 

Courses planned for the week include rifle 
and shotgun training, muzzleloading, wildlife 
identification, wildlife law enforcement, 
fishing, fisheries management, ropes and 
rappelling, swimming,, and turkey and wa-
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and workshops. A limited number of partial 
scholarships are available. 

Young adults ages 18 to 22, can participate 
in the weeklong learning experience as 
camp counselors.  Applicants should be 
mature, responsible young adults with an 
interest in outdoor careers such as for-
estry, wildlife or education and have the 
ability to guide younger youth throughout 
the camp. Volunteer adult leaders also are 
needed. 

All applications will be accepted until April 
30, 2010, and are available at  
http://www.forestry.ok.gov or by calling 
(405) 522-6158.  

Camper applications must be accompanied 
by a letter of reference from a teacher, 
counselor, principal, or club leader that has 
personal knowledge of the camper's inter-
est and conduct. 
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year, I collected 116 individuals of 40 species from four 
buildings on that campus.  On average, each of the four 
buildings claimed from 22–36 individuals.  It was a classic 
trap: among the casualties migrants outnumbered resi-
dent birds 3:1.  Not only are window collisions a re-
cently developed source of mortality for native birds, but 
the windows kill birds of all ages and levels of fitness and 
vigor.  

Like the office park campus I studied in Virginia many 
years ago, our own campus in Stillwater includes many 
buildings with large glass windows, and many birds die 
here each year.  To determine if our campus is a migrant 

trap, however, we need data from regular 
surveys conducted throughout the course of 
at least one year.  I decided to begin collecting 
such data in August of 2009, and I have fo-
cused my efforts on a large, irregularly shaped 
building with broad expanses of glass: the No-
ble Research Center (NRC). 

Surveys for window collision mortality involve 
walking the perimeter of the building and 
searching for bird carcasses from the base out 
to about 5 meters.  I conduct surveys in the 
morning to encounter birds that may have 
died the previous evening (many migrants fly 
exclusively at night).  With the help of under-

graduate Daniele Benson, we have been able to perform 
near daily surveys so far in March and April.  I record the 
results of each survey on a blog at  
http://birdsmack.wordpress.com that includes photo-
graphs, natural history information, analysis, and links to 
relevant scholarly articles and other resources.  I intend 
to continue these regular surveys for a full year and con-
duct an analysis of the make-up of victims after August 
2010. 

So far, the NRC appears to be a highly effective, and 
unfortunate, migrant trap.  As of the first week of April 
2010, I have collected 21 individuals of 16 different spe-
cies at the NRC.  Just two of the individuals I have en-
countered (both Mourning Doves) were resident birds 
on the OSU campus; the remaining 19 were either tem-
perate (“short-distance”) or tropical (“long-distance”) 
migrants.       

 “Migrant Trap” continued on page 4.      

D uring spring and fall migration, flocks of bird-
ers can be found combing flocks of birds at places like 
Dauphin Island, AL; Cape May, NJ; Point Pelee, ON; and 
Morro Bay, CA. Some of these places come to be known 
as “migrant traps” – places where migrant birds will stop 
to rest and refuel between flights – and they can play 
host to more than 300 species annually. 

Another interpretation of the term “migrant trap” con-
cerns a place through which migrants pass, but which is, 
for some reason, dangerous for the birds.  It could be a 
small city park that entices birds to stop and 
rest, where many of those birds fall prey to 
local cats combing the park.  Similarly, many 
urban centers located along geographic fea-
tures that concentrate birds along relatively 
narrow flight paths (e.g., coastlines) are noto-
rious for the hundreds of birds that die each 
year from colliding with windows on tall build-
ings. 

Window collisions are thought to be responsi-
ble for more deaths of wild birds than any 
other source of human-caused mortality, po-
tentially claiming 1 billion individuals in the 
U.S. each year.  In addition to the great num-
ber killed from strikes at skyscrapers along major flight 
corridors, most of our homes and other buildings will 
claim, on average, one victim annually.  There is also usu-
ally at least one home in every suburban neighborhood 
that is a hotspot of mortality, perhaps because the peo-
ple there maintain bird feeders in proximity to plate glass 
windows.  These homes may experience 40 or more 
collisions each year, with about 75% of those collisions 
resulting in fatal consequences for the victim.  In addition 
to injuries from the collision (usually cerebral hemor-
rhaging, not “broken necks”), birds that wander off 
merely stunned from the experience can be easy prey 
for cats. 

Sometimes a building can produce window mortality 
without nearby bird feeders and without being located in 
a major migration corridor.  I discovered this firsthand in 
the 1990s during a study of window collision mortality at 
an office park campus in suburban Richmond, VA.  In one 

A Migrant Trap on the OSU Campus by Tim O’Connell 

“Birds of wide 

open prairies 

and damp, 

evergreen forests 

have taken their 

final breath on 

the sidewalk of a 

modern 

building...” 
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Americans used the wood of a similar species, C. occiden-
talis, the western redbud, to make bows. 

While Redbud bark has been used to treat maladies, the 
greatest asset of this striking springtime beauty may be 
its flowers.   

Flowers of the tree can be put into salads or fried and 
eaten. The flowers are also used in making pickled relish, 
while the inner bark of twigs gives a mustard-yellow dye.  
John Lawson wrote of redbud flowers being consumed in 
his History of North Carolina, published in 1708.  Early 
settlers sometimes used redbud blossoms as a salad 
food.  Native Americans consumed redbud flowers raw 
or boiled, and ate roasted seeds. 

There is some documented wildlife use of redbud fruit.  
Cardinals have been observed feeding on the seeds, and 
seeds have been consumed by ring-necked pheasants 
rose-breasted grosbeaks and bobwhites. White-tailed 
deer and gray squirrels have also been observed feeding 
on the seeds.  Flowers of the tree are regarded as im-
portant in the production of honey by bees.   

Old trees are often attacked by wood-boring insects. 
These insects are first noticed from the frass that accu-
mulates at the base or the tree or sap oozing from holes 
in the bark. A number of leaf-feeding insects are also 
attracted to redbud. These include tent caterpillar, leaf-
hoppers, treehoppers, leafrollers, weevils, and other 
caterpillars. 

R edbud has been called the Judas tree because 
Judas Iscariot, after betraying Christ, was said to have 
hanged himself on Cercis siliquastrum, a close relative of 
eastern redbud that grows in Europe and western Asia. 
The blooms of the tree, originally white, were said to 
have turned pink with shame or blood. 

The eastern redbud is 
extensively planted as an 
ornamental throughout 
the Eastern United 
States. It is tolerant of a 
wide range of site condi-
tions, is not especially 
vulnerable to insects or 
diseases, is relatively 
easy to maintain, and 
makes a beautiful shrub 
or small tree, especially 
when flowering.  In 
1939, a law was passed 
making it illegal to harm 
redbuds along Okla-
homa’s highways. 

Bark of redbud has been used as an astringent in the 
treatment of dysentery.  Folk healers used the bark of 
eastern redbud to treat diarrhea and leukemia. Native 

How About That State Tree! by Lesley McNeff 

Cercis canadensis was designated  
Oklahoma's official state tree in 

1937. 

“Migrant Trap” continued from page 3. 

I am frequently surprised by the species I find there, be-
cause the habitat around the building is so different than 
what one would normally expect the species to use.  
Birds of wide open prairies and damp, evergreen forests 
have taken their final breath on the sidewalk of a modern 
building on our urban campus.  We still have much to 
learn about songbird migration, and the habitats that 
sustain these birds during their annual peregrinations. 

For more information, visit  
http://birdsmack.wordpress.com.   

To report a window-killed bird on the OSU - Stillwater 
campus, E-mail tim.oconnell@okstate.edu. 

A Dark-eyed Junco lies dead after an apparent window 
collision on the OSU-Stillwater campus. 



TWS State Meeting Date Set This Fall 

T he Lesser Prairie-Chicken (LPC) is declining sig-
nificantly across its range.  This species requires vast areas 
of unfragmented rangelands to persist.  Because most of 
the habitat for the LPC occurs on private land in Okla-
homa, it is important to work with ranchers to encourage 
conservation of rangelands.   

To empower local landowners in the recovery of this 
species, Oklahoma State University’s Natural Resource 
Ecology and Management department partnered with 
Oklahoma Ag Tourism and the Oklahoma Audubon 
Council to establish a grassroots festival intended to focus 
on the LPC and healthy rangelands, while generating in-
come for the local communities and landowners who pro-
mote good stewardship of natural resources.    

In April 2009, the inaugural LPC festival was held in 
Woodward, Oklahoma.  The 6-day festival featured LPC 
viewing, birding trips, workshops, a banquet, and enter-
tainment.  Additionally, festival attendees participated in 
conservation by marking over four miles of fence to re-
duce LPC collisions with barbed wire.   

Participants came from 11 states and two Canadian prov-
inces and generated over $50,000 for the local economy.  
Additionally, most of the festival took place on private 

ranches, which received revenue in the form of user 
fees.  Attendance and revenue are expected to increase 
substantially over the next few years at this annual.   

Wildlife watching is a rapidly growing industry in Okla-
homa.  In 2006, approximately 1.1 million participants 
generated over $500 million and provided nearly 8,000 
jobs for the state.  Expanding this market stimulates the 
economy, improves management of rangelands, and 
helps recover a unique bird that is part of Oklahoma’s 
heritage.   

 

 

The 2010 LPC Festival will take place April 16-21.  For 
more information, visit http://www.okaudubon.org. 

Financial support was provided by the Renewable Re-
source Extension Act, Oklahoma Ag Tourism, and Toy-
ota’s Forever Green Program. 

Lesser Prairie-Chicken Festival by Dwayne Elmore 

T he Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
will be meeting in Stillwater September 9-10, 2010. 

This meeting will coincide with a patch burning workshop, 
in collaboration with NREM extension, which is slated for 
September 9th.   

There will be invited speakers giving talks on conservation 
issues, and a student paper competition.  Graduate and 
undergraduate students may enter this competition.  
Awards of $500, $200, and $50 are available for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place. 

This year the chapter will award a $500 scholarship to 
an undergraduate student majoring in wildlife or a 
closely related field.  The application is on page 6.  
Please be aware that applicants must be a member of a 
chapter of The Wildlife Society to be eligible.  Non-
members may fill out and mail in the membership form 
on page 7 along with membership dues ($5) to become 
eligible. 

There will be a fund-raising raffle for the Chapter at this 
meeting.  If you have ideas or items you would like do-
nate, please contact Russell Stevens at  
rlstevens@noble.org. 

The summer issue of The Grapevine will include more 
details, including meeting venue, deadlines, contacts, and 
registration information.   

A volunteer assists  
local rancher, Sue 
Selman, with her 
natural resource 
enterprise at the 
2009 Lesser Prairie-
Chicken Festival. 
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June 10: Pond Management workshop at the Nobel 
Foundation.  Visit http://www.noble.org/WebApps/
Events/EventPages/AgEvents.aspx?CurrentOnly=1 for 
more information. 

June 26: North American Butterfly Association Butter-
fly Count at Byron Hatchery WWA* 

July 8-31: Every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evening 
offers a chance to join ODWC in the annual Bat 
Watch.* 

July 17: Summer Fire Field Day, Cheyenne.  Contact 
john.weir@okstate.edu. 

*Visit http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/watchabl.htm 
for more information. 

April 15: Dr. Wes Jackson talks about what a 50-year 
farm bill might look like in room 106 of the Noble Re-
search Center on the OSU campus at 3:30. 

April16: Application deadline for the Wildlife Depart-
ment's Youth Camp.  More info on page 2. 

April 24-25: Bird & Crystal Digging Festival, Cherokee* 

April 24 at the Byron Hatchery WWA:*  

• Bluebird House Make-n-Take (8am - 3pm)   
• Children’s Hands-on Bird Beak Exhibit (8am - 3pm)  
• “Bats! Bats! Bats!” Program (6pm - 7pm) 
• “The Prairie at Night” Nature Hike (7:15pm - 9:30pm) 
April 30:  Application deadline for Youth Forestry and 
Wildlife Camp at Kiamichi Mountains.  More info on 
page 2. 

Upcoming Wildlife Events 

Name 

E-mail address (important to receive newsletter) 

Affiliation (agency, university, company, etc.) 

City, State ZIP 

Address 

Phone # 

Please print, 
complete, and mail 
this page with your 
check to: 
 
Dwayne Elmore  
OCTWS Treasurer 
008C Ag Hall 
Stillwater, OK 74078 

$ Regular Membership ($10 per year) 

$ Student Membership ($5 per year) 

$ Supporting Membership with numbered certificate ($100 per year) 


